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Low Emission Zones



Definition

Low Emission Zones:

1) Restrict the use of polluting vehicles 

1) Exits as a contiguous zone



Definition



Car-free & car-
restricted zones 
are LEZs

Definition



LEZs have 
different sizes, 
pricing, 
operating 
models, 
terminology and 
restrictions.
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LEZs have 
different sizes, 
pricing, 
operating 
models, 
terminology and 
restrictions.

Definition



Opportunity

LEZs can catalyze & align efforts to implement 
high-quality walking, cycling, and public transport 

infrastructure, compact land uses, and 
electrification of vehicles.



OPPORTUNITY:

LEZs can 
contribute to 
more livable 
cities

Context Since 2018



Planning



Planning

Match supplemental policies with local capacity



LEZs can be equitable if 
designed for equity, including:

● high-quality, affordable 
alternatives to driving

● incentives for low-emission 
vehicles and e-bikes

Equity



Lessons

Size, stringency, 
enforcement, and the 

presence and quality of 
non-car alternatives 

contribute to a LEZ’s impact 
on air quality



Lessons

Revenue generation should not be 

the primary goal of a LEZ!



Lessons

If LEZ is large enough 
& enforced, it can 

encourage uptake of 
low- and zero-

emission vehicles.
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THANK YOU!
jacob.mason@itdp.org

itdp.hopp.to/LEZ


