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Urban Poverty, Deprived Neighbourhoods,
Housing, Social Cohesion

Urban Agendas / planning, SUD Strategies,
Public Space, Urban Model

Mobility & Transport, Street for People,
Superblocks, Metropolitan Connections

Post-COVID Recovery —social justice and
social inclusion

General Socio-economic Profile

A harbor city on the Adriatic Sea, Bari is the capital of the
Puglia region in Southern Italy. Home to the Basilica of Saint
Nicholas, Bari is one of the best-known centres of the Ortho-
dox Church in the West.

Bari has a solid mercantile and entrepreneurial tradition. As
the second most important economic centre of Southern
Italy and a university city, Bari has the Mediterranean
Agronomic Institute, three universities, 11 national research
centres, one Fine Arts Academy, one Conservatory of
Music, 10 production districts and the second industrial park
of the Adriatic area. Bari has a strong tertiary sector as well
as outstanding manufacturing and agro-industries, including
automotives, mechanics, mechatronics, chemistry, food
processing, ICT, construction, energy and publishing sector.

The city has focused its urban development efforts on
revamping its waterfront (the longest in Italy and an
immensely precious resource), converting brownfield and
former barracks into parks and cultural centres, enhancing
archaeological and architectural sites, and strengthening
dialogue between the city and universities. At the heart of
the Bari urban strategy are people, organisations and
collaborative networks within a framework of community
governance, that emphasize the value of participation and
active citizenship.

©Google Earth

Good Practices

The city of Bari wishes to share its expertise and experience
in urban regeneration through effective models of civic
participation and engagement. In particular, Bari has devel-
oped solid know-how in polycentric urban development.
Focusing on individual neighbourhoods, it has stimulated
and strengthened communities by introducing comprehen-
sive policies for public space enhancement (Open Space),
improving infrastructure (schools, kindergartens, libraries,
cultural centres), creating community hubs (SPAZIO13,
Officina), supporting innovative enterprises (URBIS), and
empowering civic networks between neighborhood organi-
sations (RCU). Bari's participatory tools are related to the
implementation of the URBACT method, which help create
models with great replication potential. It engages residents
and stakeholders in co-designing the post-Covid city and
implementing innovative actions in several areas, such as
tactical urbanism, collaborative reuse of public spaces and
engagement of deprived groups.
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Preferred Areas of Cooperation

Urban regeneration and cohesion through
community engagement, with a focus on enhanc-
ing public space via active citizenship. Bari is
designing new pedestrian areas using tactical
urban planning and superblocks. Public space and
neighbourhoods are the key themes of Bari's
urban development.

The city of Bari believes that, without social justice,
there can be no real urban development. In line
with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment, Bari prepares itself for the post-pandemic
period from overcoming the public health crisis to
prioritising the promotion of rights, skills and
opportunities for the most deprived groups of the
population.
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OPEN SOCIETY

The city charter, starting with the first part, describes The
local community as "open” and "seaward". It also states that
Bari is "a traditional meeting and exchange place" and an
attractive centre for the development of southern ltaly, the
Mediterranean region and the Balkans". In particular, the
city "promotes human rights, a culture of peace,
international cooperation and cultural integration, in
accordance with the principles of the European Union".
Bari's inclination is to become an "ark of peace", working for
peace, and also joining the national local authority, the
Commission for Peace and Human Rights.

At the beginning of the 1990s, the question of the territory of
Italian immigrants became clearly part of the political
agenda.

The strategic placement of Bari metropolis as a border land
makes it very interested to the Mediterranean areas for
development policies. Today this heritage is reflected in the
new social structure with a relevant migration, especially
from the Balkans, from Africa and Asia. The aim is to reach
a complete cultural and social integration respecting
diversity. The main efforts are in school integration, training
about topics related to human rights, education to gender
and cultural differences and we involve all the citizens in the
intercultural practice.
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BARI: AN ATTRACTIVE AND LIVABLE CITY

Bari is a cultural center in southern ltaly, boasting numerous
theaters such as the Petruzzelli Theatre, museums, and churches.
The 11th-century Basilica di San Nicola houses important
Renaissance art, while the Romanesque-style Basilica di San
Sabino (12th-13th century) was built on the ruins of an 11th-
century church, and the Norman-Swabian Castle (12th century) is
a major cultural landmark in Bari. The old town is the heart of these
historical and cultural treasures, where residents and visitors
gather to enjoy local cuisine, including the famous handmade
orecchiette pasta, now recognized as a UNESCO cultural heritage.
In the early 19th century, the old town was planned in a grid pattern
along the north-south and east-west axes. Beyond this grid system,
the city has developed irregularly since the early 1960s, with new
landmark buildings such as churches, squares, public buildings,
and parks continuously emerging.

» tourist destination with margins of seasonal adjustment for
business fairs and events

* university site

» growth of services and south working companies

« city that combines medium size with the territorial rank
endowments of a regional capital and as the 2nd city in
Southern Italy

 growing relationship with the coastal space

* increasing endowment of local services (welfare, culture, sport,

 education, commerce, etc.)

» good connections with the area metro and the rest of Europe
growing cultural offer

©Google Map Data
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THE STRATEGY ON THE URBAN REGENERATION

I SRR

Public
space

Civic participation

Space Proximity

justice (15min city)

Containment of Climate change and

soil consumption ecological transition

Reuse: maximize the use of urban resources and territorial by
exploiting the and territorial by exploiting the positional values of
the existing facilities, minimizing further land consumption.

THE PUBLIC SPACE: In a historically context of usable open
spaces, streets and squares are the elective places of sociality.
The pandemic has relaunched the role of public space, where
local communities consolidate on a daily basis and conflicts are
mediated.

PROXIMITY (15MIN CITY): The 15-minute city model ensures
that citizens have access to urban needs within a 15-minute walk
or bike ride from their homes. Bari's flat terrain and size make it a
good fit for this model, and rationalization efforts have been made
for proximal "principals.”

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ECOLOGICAL TRANSITION: Cities
bear a significant responsibility for the planetary ecological balance,
and the territorial dimension must be addressed in an integrated
manner with other components to achieve sustainable local
development.

CONTAINING LAND CONSUMPTION: The containment of land
use preserves exhaustible territorial resources and redirects
interventions towards the renovation of obsolete building stock and
the use of urban infill as a tool for neighborhood regeneration.

SPACE JUSTICE: The "right to the city" encompasses access to
public services, housing, natural spaces, cultural assets, and a
high-quality urban experience for all. Today, more than ever, this is
closely connected to health justice and climate justice.

CIVIC PARTICIPATION: To nurture the progressive construction
of urban culture, there is a need to build upon a multifaceted
knowledge base, inform the community about ongoing processes,
promote participation in decision-making, and foster cohesive and
collaborative communities.
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CONNECTIVITY AND ACCESSIBILITY

*  Publictransport network

* Green nodes
*  BRT Bus Rapid Transit

* Bicycle and pedestrian upgrading
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WATERFRONT

The waterfront project is committed to providing new design
elements for the entire urban waterfront area, connecting and
activating the waterfront areas from north to south. By creating
multi-functional waterfront spaces, building sports fields, bike
paths, and green open spaces, the livability of the area is
improved, making the seaside easily accessible and connecting
the city with the coastal areas. By creating new green
infrastructure, it becomes a new center for social interaction and
integration.

Nanture-based solutions

e Green and blue infrastructure,

* Combination of greening and municipalinfrastructure,
* Alley and street system,

e Coastline,

Enhanced climate adaptation,

Increase or improve urban vegetation cover to help lower
outdoor temperatures,

Protect coastal ecosystems to prevent coastal erosion and
pollution,

Restore wetland/coastal ecosystems to mitigate the impacts of
floods/storms.
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TACTICAL URBAN PLANNING

Bari is applying tactical urban planning for rapid, low-cost, and
scalable interventions to temporarily change the urban
environment, typically in the city center or dense areas, in
conjunction with the urban space creation process and social
interactions.

One project is "Bari in Fiore" which creates temporary gardens to
improve the city's appearance and encourage community
engagement. Other initiatives include "Bari Bike City" and "Bari
Cultural Trail" to promote sustainable transportation and
transform cultural institutions into public spaces. "Play streets"
and "shared streets" initiatives also make streets safer and more
accessible.

Bari's tactical urban planning initiatives aim to improve the
functionality and livability of public spaces through low-cost,
innovative interventions that can be quickly implemented and
tested. These initiatives also promote sustainable mobility and
active transportation options, while enhancing community
engagement and social cohesion.
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LIBERTA COMMUNITY RENEWAL:
URBAN REGENERATION
AND SOCIAL RESILIENCE.

The Liberta district, located in the center of Bari and with a
population of 60,000, was once an old industrial area that has
undergone a significant transformation. As the city's economy
shifted towards trade and finance, industry gradually gave way to
these new sectors. Located near the train station, the area has
become a hub for new immigrants.

The municipal government has allocated significant resources to
the area and developed a comprehensive urban renewal plan,
primarily funded by the Cohesion Funds of Europe and Italy. The
plan aims to improve the streets and transportation
infrastructure, enhance the quality of public spaces and the
Mobilch Sostenibile : - environment, strengthen urban welfare and public services,
promote labor market and business development, establish
multicultural centers, and increase the livability and vibrancy of
the area.
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BARI OPEN INNOVATION HUB

BARI OPEN INNOVATION HUB is a project led by the Municipality of
Bari presented in response to the notice of the Ministry of
Economic Development (MISE) — based on resources from the
Development and Cohesion Fund —for the realization of “Houses of
Emerging Technologies”. These places are the core of technological
transfer, aimed at supporting research, experimentation projects,
the creation of start-ups, and the technology transfer to SMEs on
issues relating to the use of the Blockchain, loT and Atrtificial
Intelligence. The objective of the ‘Bari Open Innovation Hub’
project is to create an innovation hub in the metropolitan city of
Bari to test new technologies and operational protocols..

* Certified incubator

*  One Stop Shop(business accelerator)
* Innovation Atelier

* Demo Room for local businesses

* Living Lab for testing intelligent transport solutions
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As part of the “Bari Open Innovation Hub” the
project aims to create a reference center in Bari to
test emerging technologies such as autonomous
and semi-autonomous driving systems and
drones in urban contexts. The project brings
together a public-private partnership including the
University of Bari, Libera Universita
Mediterranea, National Research Council,
Aerospace Technology District, MEDITECH,
TIM, Exprivia, AMT Services, ENAC, ANCI, and
ARTI. The project's objective is to create an
innovation hub in the metropolitan city of Bari that
can experiment with new technologies and
operational protocols, using 5G as an enabling
technology, and Al, next-gen 10T, and drones.
The hub will also develop operational protocols
and  national/international  standards  and
disseminate and replicate its results.
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AUTONOMUS DRIVE

Self-driving shuttle that travels thanks to 5G technology and the TIM platform for intelligent mobility in urban areas, created by
Navya, the leading French company in the sector for self-driving vehicles, was tested within the spaces of the Fiera del East of
Bari. The self-driving mini bus, 100% electric, can be integrated via the 5G network with the applications of the Smart Mobility
platforms. This level of autonomous driving involves the presence of a human being ready to take control of the vehicle. To
support the experimentation of the Municipality of Bari highly specialized personnel of AMTAB.

The vehicle has a capacity of up to 15 passengers, 11 seated and 4 standing. It reaches a maximum speed limited to 25 km/h
via a nominal 22.6 kW electric motor (34 peak) and a 33 kWh LiFePO4 battery, which guarantee an autonomy of up to 9 hours
of service.
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URBAN AIR MOBILITY (UAM)

Provide an indication of the state of development of technologies and applications; a contribution to the important action of
knowledge of the potential and usefulness they can generate, favoring their acceptance and sharing: an acceleration of
experimentation in real environments necessary to indicate and guide the removal of the still existing barriers to their full use.
The initiative has as its objective the presentation of proposals, solutions and technological architectures (Sand box,
Vertiports/vertipad),operational and usage concepts, missions and services capable of developing interest in experimenting
with new technologies and operational protocols, with particular reference to the issue of autonomous and semi-autonomous
driving, the use of new generation communication/navigation technologies (5G, multilateration, satellite), with the aid of Data
Science techniques for the acquisition/manipulation of data (loT, Cloud, A/L, Deep Learning) and for the development of
solutions (concept of Situation Awareness), in a perspective that sees Bari as a living lab on an urban scale.
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