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Sustainable Urban Agriculture, Agrofood Chain,

Foods Systems

Technologies 4.0

Tourism & Culture, Diversification-Slow food &
Supplies

Regional Innovation & Smart and
Sustainable Specialization Strategies(RIS 4)
Education, Jobs & Skills

:%} Digital Transition & Smart City

@O Climate Change & Energy Transition

Post-COVID Recovery — social justice and
social inclusion

General Socio-economic Profile

The Western Greece Region is located in the western part
of mainland Greece. Its economy consists of the primary
sector, featuring agriculture and livestock, the secondary
sector, based on construction and labour-intensive indus-
tries, and the tertiary sector, with information and communi-
cation technologies, and administrative and support
services. The region’s urban centres are home to an emerg-
ing ecosystem of clusters and hubs that generate some
significant, innovative and high-value activities in the
agrofood sector (such as berries) and ICT business.
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Good Practices

Trade exchange: companies are connected via knowl-
edge and business networks across the regions

Smart City: joint R&D and business development in areas
such as mobility, industry 4.0, sustainability, biofuels, entre-
preneurship education and innovation. Under this frame-
work, the Western Greece Region works with associations
and their members, and also benefit from taking part in
European projects and initiatives.

EU certification for agrofood production. The Western
Greece Region produces two types of cheese with Protect-
ed Designation of Origin, the famous feta and kefalogra-
viera, and can transfer knowhow concerning product
handling, production and export at the requirements of the
EU. Its strong agricultural sector helps shape its marketing
and commercial strategies (berries, aquaculture, vegeta-
bles, olive oil)

Extended cooperation in tourism sector as Western
Greece has the priviledge to host the most glorious
sanctum of the ancient world, the Ancient Olympia

Development and expansion of the local innovation
ecosystem through networking and business models

Global presence for local firms and start-ups

Development of non-state/public sources of funding
(crowd funding, risk management, etc.)
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Preferred Areas of Cooperation

Based on the Regional Innovation Strategy and
other policies such as DIH and European initiatives,
the Region identifies three key priorities:

Agrofood System
Tourism & Culture

Advance Materials

Digital Sciences and Energy: The Greek Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs launched the REBRAIN
GREECE initiative to promote Western Greece as a
pole of digital innovation. A digital innovation hub
called REBRAIN WESTERN GREECE DIH fully
supports the digital transformation and dynamics of
the region. Additionally, a resilient, inclusive and
sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic
will require international cooperation. Recently, the
Region of Western Greece has financed business
plans for local SMEs (EUR 30 million) in order to
overcome the pandemic. Other European projects
like ESMART CITY, CINOVATEC, and INNOXENIA
have led to smart solutions in different sectors, and
enhanced stakeholder skills and know-how
exchange.
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The Innovative Entrepreneurial Ecosystem

The Western Greek entrepreneurial ecosystem is
currently experiencing a dynamic evolution, led by
the emergence of an increasing number of
ambitious technological startups. Despite
challenges, the regional innovation system is
showing robust strength, supported by the Regional
Authority, educational institutions, research
organizations, and non-profit ~ organizations.
Furthermore, the ICT sector and its associated
applications are exhibiting considerable
advancement, influenced by global trends.
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MOSAIC is a Social Enterprise to aiming to support and
promote the creative sector in Greece contributing to
local development, economy and social cohesion.

MOSAIC offers a range of activities for cultural and
creative organisations, social enterprises and civil
society:

MOSAIC INCUBATOR: personalised guidance and
counselling for developing innovative and social impact
business ventures.

MOSAIC TRAINING: training activities on cultural
management, entrepreneurship and economy.

MOSAIC RESEARCH: studies on current issues and
opportunities for innovation.

MOSAIC CONSULTING: consulting and studying
services related to cultural management, strategic
planning and mapping of the local creative economy.
MOSAIC EVENTS: networking and collaboration tools
for producing high-quality and innovative products.
MOSAIC CO-WORKING SPACE: a small collaborative
office space for creative individuals, professionals and
start-ups.
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Areas of Cooperation 7 &1

Joint Incubation Programs: Collaborative support and
guidance to local startups, fostering international
exchanges and collaborations.

Training Exchange Programs: Partnerships for
cultural management and creative economy training
programs can facilitate knowledge sharing between
China and Greece.

Consulting Partnerships: Joint consulting services can
benefit strategic planning and creative economy
exploitation in China and Greece.

Co-hosted Events: Networking and collaboration
events can create an environment for creative synergies
and high-quality local products and services.

Shared Co-working Space: The MOSAIC Office can
establish a shared space for Chinese and Greek
creatives, fostering cross-cultural collaborations.
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Website: www.mosaic-hub.gr
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Patras Science Park

Patras Science Park (PSP) is the first of the Greek
Innovation Hubs of research labs and innovative
companies active in various innovative sectors. It
has been supporting the growth of innovative,
technology-based companies across several
sectors such as ICT, biotechnology, clean energy
and other industrial technologies for over 30 years.
PSP focuses on creating both a valuable impact to
society and expertise by getting involved in key
innovation projects with the intention of enhancing
the entrepreneurial world and meeting the demands
of ambitious companies. PSP’s Proof of Concept
grant is financially supported by private donors and
aims to enable researchers and young scientists to
promote their ideas and turn them into marketable
products.
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Pilot project: Blue Innovation Hub

The Blue Innovation Hub, a collaborative project
involving prominent academic labs and Patras Science
Park, aims to harness research findings to encourage
innovation, develop new products, and foster business
partnerships in the blue growth sector by providing
new R&D, technological, and entrepreneurial
opportunities for its members. It endeavors to attract
fresh talent, establish development centers and robust
links between labs and industry, and position itself as a
national leader while fostering international
partnerships. This hub also emphasizes prototype
development, fundamental research across various
industries, commercialization and IP management of
research findings, and participation in national and
international projects to create a unique blue economy
hub and expand global networking.
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Areas of Cooperation

— Developing and testing new products and
applications based on blue growth, such as marine
biotechnology, aquaculture, renewable energy,
maritime transport, etc.

— Creating and strengthening bonds between
academic labs and industry in both countries,
through joint projects, technology transfer,
personnel exchange, etc.

— Increasing networking and international links with
other relevant stakeholders in the field of blue
growth, such as policy makers, regulators, NGOs,
etc.

— Promoting innovation and entrepreneurship in the
blue economy sector, through coaching and
mentoring, business case development, IP
management, marketing and communication
strategy, etc.
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Website: https://psp.org.gr
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The Agri-food Sector in RWG

The agri-food sector is pivotal in Western Greece,
renowned for its quality goods production and
traditional agricultural products, including PDO-PGI
products. The region's soil enables diverse crop
production. Challenges facing the sector include
digital transformation, integration of innovative
technologies, reducing worker average age, and
retaining youth in rural areas. Contributing
significantly to the region's economy, the primary
sector employs 27.7% of the workforce, generates
about 10% of company turnover, and contributes
21.1% to the RWG's GVA. The primary sector is a
priority for the Region of Western Greece.
Substantial financial tools are available at national
and European level, that have been scheduled for
the current and the 2021-2027 Programming Period.
Every €1 million investment boosts the GDP by €1.4
million and creates 56 jobs.
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The PDO and PGI wines
of Western Greece

Achaia and llia in Western Greece, though lesser-
known, are remarkable wine regions with a rich
history not just in winemaking but also in general
historical terms. Over centuries, these areas have
been the birthplace of unique, superior wine styles
and numerous rare grape varieties with exceptional
quality potential. Their varied terroirs, shaped over
millions of years, present a challenging landscape
that has been skillfully translated into sublime
wines. These regions do not need to contrive a
personality for their wines; they merely need to let
their inherent character be recognized globally.
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Areas of Cooperation

— Promoting wine tourism in Western Greece,
experiencing the culture, gastronomy, and
natural beauty of the region, as well as learning
about its unique wine styles and varieties.

— Developing joint study and innovation projects on
wine production, marketing, and consumption,
sharing knowledge and expertise between Greek
and Chinese experts and institutions.

— Promoting Western Greek wines to China’'s
market.

— Investing in the wine industry in Western Greece.
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Website: https://winesofwesterngreece.com
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Rezos Brands

Rezos Brands is a leading company in the food
and beverage sector in Greece, founded in 1983 in
Patras, Western Greece, with a vision of creating
innovative and high-quality products. Rezos
Brands has a portfolio of more than 20 brands,
including international ones such as Boost Drinks,
Superfood Beers, and StayOn, as well as local
ones such as Rezos Coffee, Rezos Tea, and
Rezos Water. The company operates in various
categories, such as coffee, tea, water, energy
drinks, isotonic drinks, beers, wines, spirits, and
snacks. Rezos Brands is committed to promoting
the competitiveness of Europe and supporting
sustainable economic growth and job creation. The
company collaborates with start-ups, SMEs,
educational institutions, and the third sector to
foster innovation and social responsibility in the
food and beverage industry.
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EUROPEAN
INNOVATION

IN FUNCTIONAL FOOD

1st European Innovation Award to Rezos Brands
for the Hippocrates Farm Project.

Rezos Brands & “Hippocrates Farm” at the top of Europe in Agriculture

Services / Functional Food
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Innovation and Sustainability
At the heart of Rezos Brands™ innovation is its commitment

to

producing high-quality products while ensuring

sustainability.

Employs state-of-the-art production processes, using
advanced automation technologies to enhance quality
and efficiency of products while reducing waste and
environmental impact.

Utilizes cutting-edge digital solutions to better
understand consumer behaviors and preferences,
aiding in tailored product development and marketing.
Innovative packaging technologies are incorporated,
ensuring longer product freshness and reducing
preservative use, allowing healthier consumer options.
Advanced technology is leveraged for fruit dehydration,
using a unique low-temperature process that preserves
fruit taste, color, and nutritional content. The process is
energy-efficient, emphasizing sustainability.

Committed to waste reduction and circularity,
transforming production waste into valuable resources,
repurposing by-products, and prioritizing recyclable
packaging.

Apply waste-to-energy technology, converting organic
waste into bioenergy reducing their carbon footprint,
enhancing operational efficiency, and providing
sustainable energy.
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Areas of Cooperation

Technology Exchange: engage in an
exchange of technical knowledge and skills,
particularly in the areas of circularity,
consumer behavior analysis, innovative
packaging, and waste-to-energy conversion.
Joint Product Development: collaborate on
developing new products that cater to the
taste and preference of the Chinese market,
leveraging Rezos's advanced production
technologies and expertise in the food and
beverage sector.

Market Expansion: partner with Chinese
companies to promote and distribute its
products, developing new products that cater
to the preference of the Chinese market.
Sustainability Initiatives: jointly advance
sustainable practices in the Chinese food and
beverage industry.

Capacity Building: training to promote healthy
and sustainable food consumption and
production, as well as cultural exchange and
mutual learning between Greece and China.

B ESE

BORZZ L AENRIRATE T REAT Nt 2l
W B A PR REUR A S U AT BOR R AN
FREIIAC -

miighe. SrhEMVEE, HE MR
at, IR RE & B T3 7 R T e
FIFRREEVEAR U FERIAERE b R A ORMT
(AT HF Sk S B

BEJIEE Y. BREHIURAR, (Lhf R Rrakir
B A, DR A S 2 TR S A
AT ELAH 2]

Website: https://rezosbrands.com
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Georion Ltd

Georion Ltd is an innovative company working in
agriculture for the production of soft fruits and
vegetables. The company’s main activity is the
production of propagating material which through a
sophisticated system of traceability and Logistics
accomplishes their distribution in Greece and
abroad. The company has a Research and
Development department (R&D) that is constantly
looking for improving existing activities as well as
testing new production techniques, varieties and
propagating methods. The company’s
Geotechnical Support Department directs
producers to face the traditional geotechnical
problems such as crop protection and nutrition of
their crops, thereby improving production quality,
always respecting the sensitive agri-environmental
profile of the region.
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Innovation and Sustainability

Georion Ltd specializes in the production of high
quality crops for the European market, with a focus
on soft fruits and vegetables. One of its main
products is strawberry, which is grown in the north
part of Eleia prefecture, one of the most dynamic
regions in Greece for this crop. Georion Ltd has
more than 2 hectares of experimental area using
the most advanced production systems for soft fruit
(e.g. strawberry). The company conducts research
and development to assess new varieties and
growing methods for crops like strawberries. The
company strives to provide high-quality, safe, and
sustainable products and services to its customers.
Their primary goals include developing production
systems, economically viable cultivation techniques,
and applicable knowledge for commercial-scale
farming. They test new varieties and integrate them
into existing systems, trial advanced production
methods with a focus on high-value soft fruit, and
foster international cooperation to enhance Greek
crop competitiveness, especially in soft fruit.
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Areas of Cooperation

— Exchange of Knowledge: collaborate with Chinese
institutions, sharing knowledge and expertise in
soft fruit cultivation, sustainable practices, and
advanced production systems.

— Technology Transfer: collaborate with Chinese
companies to transfer technology, provide training
on efficient cultivation techniques, and implement
traceability systems for quality control.

— Soft Fruit Cultivation: share its expertise in variety
selection, growing techniques, and post-harvest
handling to enhance the quality and yield of soft
fruit crops.

— Sustainable Agriculture: collaborate with Chinese
partners to develop and implement eco-friendly
farming techniques, optimize resource utilization,
and reduce environmental impacts in agricultural
production.

A 1RO,

- FIRAZG: S EPEE, SRR, TR
A AN A 7 FR G5 T R AT AR

- BRER. ShEAFGHE, BTERER, Rt
e RO BRI, S AT IE ) 1 AR 48 DLIEAT R
.

- RRME: 2 FRAERE . MIEEARRR G BT
T (P RR, - 3 i v LR SR AR 4 S A  E
- ATRREAO 5P RS AT ROR SERE A DR (14K
NI%:5 % NP VIR Ao 1EE I R0 SO 4G Vb U B 8 e} 2

M .

Website: www.georion.gr
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